WORSHIP PLAN FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6th
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy

Leader: Lift up your heads and open your eyes.
People: We wait for him to come.
Leader: Christ is coming, the king of glory.
People: We wait for him to come.
Leader: Blessings on him who comes in the name of the
Lord.
People: We wait for him to come.
Leader: As we light our Advent candle, we remember the
One who comes – Jesus, the light of the world.
The candle is lit.
Leader: He came as a baby in a manger.
People: Come, Lord Jesus.
Leader: He came to be our Saviour.
People: Come, Lord Jesus.
Leader: He comes to us each day in the promise of His
presence.
People: Come, Lord Jesus.
Leader: He will come again to be with us forever.
People: Come, Lord Jesus.

Greeting (ELW p. 175)
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 102)
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us
to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Isaiah 40:1-11
1Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
6A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
9Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
10See, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep..

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Mark 1:1-8
Glory to you, O Lord.
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’ ”
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world.
Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and
support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your
mission.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face of
creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of environmental
damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare your praise.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from
discrimination, judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. We pray
especially for the indigenous people of this continent. Lead us toward a world where
faithfulness will sprout underfoot and righteousness rain down from above.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities
between your people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectual
disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all.
Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and
congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a
companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with depression,
and gather all people in your healing embrace.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the wilderness
and taught us to continue their faithful work. Make their generous lives an example for
all.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Offering Prayer (ELW p. 180)
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Great Thanksgiving
Dialogue (ELW p. 180)
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to the Creator our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy holy holy Lord
God of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Thanksgiving at the Table (ELW p. 182)
In the night in which Jesus was betrayed,
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Prayer after Communion (ELW p. 183)
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion.
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry
will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim
the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Blessing (ELW p. 183)
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

