
WORSHIP PLAN FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22nd 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The first social justice campaign for the coming Advent and Christmas season is 
starting this Sunday. We are encouraging people in our congregation to support the 
Prison Fellowship of Canada’s Angel Tree by sponsoring a child of a prisoner this 
Christmas. The Angel Tree is a program that provides Christmas gifts for children of 
prisoners. To get involved please email the church and you will be contacted by Dick 
Von Briesen or Marguerite Van Die. Please act fast because we would like everyone 
signed up before December 1st.  

SLIDE 1: CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 116)
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

One of the following or another confession is prayed.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.



The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Greeting (ELW p. 175) 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 





PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 102)

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the 
riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the 
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PSALM: Psalm 95:1-7a

 1Come, let us sing | to the Lord;
  let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
 2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving
  and raise a loud shout to the | Lord with psalms.
 3For you, Lord, | are a great God,
  and a great ruler a- | bove all gods.
 4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;
  the heights of the hills are | also yours. R
 5The sea is yours, | for you made it,
  and your hands have molded | the dry land.
 6Come, let us worship | and bow down,
  let us kneel before the | Lord our maker.
 7aFor the Lord| is our God,
  and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s hand. R 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30

The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and 
he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and 
he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those 
at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 
37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or 
in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it 
to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say 
to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give 
me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 
not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to 
one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon  



 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power 
on the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all 
social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves 
have been served. Be with those imprisoned. Be with their families. Be with their 
children.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for 
the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages especially the United States. Grant 
opportunities for ending divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and 
reconciliation.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression 
and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have 
stripped away. 
 Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain 
those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they 
nurture the gifts of young people.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for Gerda and her family. We pray for all who are struggling in our 
congregation. We pray for the Suenaga family. We pray for comfort and peace for Jim 
and Terry Suenaga.We pray for Laura and Bernie Dowling.  

Here other intercessions may be offered. 



Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, visited the 
imprisoned and tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your 
presence in those in need around us.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Offering Prayer (ELW p. 180) 
  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Great Thanksgiving 
  

Dialogue (ELW p. 180) 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to the Creator our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,
you pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.

Holy holy holy Lord 
God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Thanksgiving at the Table (ELW p. 182) 
In the night in which Jesus was betrayed, 

Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



Prayer after Communion (ELW p. 183) 
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion. 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and 
in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Blessing (ELW p. 183) 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 



 



Dismissal  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.


