
Worship Plan for Sunday, November 8th, 2020
Reformation Sunday

SLIDE 1: CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 116)
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

One of the following or another confession is prayed.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



HYMN: Praise to the Lord



GREETING (ELW p. 120)

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 124)

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give 
us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.

Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 124)
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.



GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 
6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be 
enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And 
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into 
the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 
‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY  



 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or 
used as appropriate.

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 
church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship with sincere 
and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and soloists who lead us in praise 
and prayer. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless the 
work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious living with 
your creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of every 
land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. Be present 
in cases where we long for both justice and mercy to prevail. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those who live 
and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their identity and place 
in this world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Holy Protector, be with all observing Remembrance Day. Guard the lives of active duty and 
retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal 
the wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. Remind us 
of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of your 
kingdom. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.

Amen.



PEACE (ELW p. 128)

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering Prayer (ELW p. 180) 
  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Great Thanksgiving 
  

Dialogue (ELW p. 180) 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to the Creator our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,
you pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.



Holy holy holy Lord 
God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Thanksgiving at the Table (ELW p. 182) 
In the night in which Jesus was betrayed, 

Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Prayer after Communion (ELW p. 183) 
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion. 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and 
in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



FAREWELL AND GODSPEED FOR IAN LAM

BLESSING (ELW p. 136)
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG:





DISMISSAL (ELW p. 137)
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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