
Worship Plan for Sunday, October 25, 2020
Reformation Sunday

ELW 505 Verse 1 and 2



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 116)
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

One of the following or another confession is prayed.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. 



GREETING (ELW p. 120)

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

ELW 598  



PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 124)

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect 
and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on 
the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

READING: Romans 3:19-28

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no 
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 
comes the knowledge of sin.

  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the 
law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He 
did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that 
he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by 
the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by 
the law.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 124)
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

 



GOSPEL: John 8:31-36

The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered 
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean 
by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 
36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY  (ELW 779)







CREED (ELW p. 126)
The Nicene Creed or the Apostles’ Creed may be spoken. The Nicene Creed is appropriate during 
Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other 
times.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
________________NEXT SLIDE__________________________
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
________________NEXT SLIDE__________________________

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or 
used as appropriate.

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need.

A brief silence.

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, 
reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify 
it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a 
holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural 
disasters such as floods, fires and hurricanes. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all 
from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those 
who are ill. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their 
commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the 
hope of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors 
who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the 
renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE (ELW p. 128)

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering Prayer (ELW p. 180) 
  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Great Thanksgiving 
  

Dialogue (ELW p. 180) 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to the Creator our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,
you pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.

Holy holy holy Lord 
God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Thanksgiving at the Table (ELW p. 182) 
In the night in which Jesus was betrayed, 

Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 



and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 



forever and ever. Amen. 

Prayer after Communion (ELW p. 183) 
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion. 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and 
in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

BLESSING (ELW p. 136)
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD ELW 505 Verse 3 and 4





DISMISSAL (ELW p. 137)
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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