
Worship Plan for Sunday, September 1st, 2020 

Confession and Forgiveness (ELW p. 94) 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the ☩ Holy Trinity. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive 
us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for this God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
this authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the ☩ Holy Trinity. 
Amen. 

Gathering Song ELW 836 



Greeting (ELW p. 175) 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Canticle of Praise ELW 797 Blessed Be the Name 



 



Prayer of the Day (ELW p. 178) 
  
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your 
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us 
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Matthew 18:15-20 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have 
regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, 
so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the 
member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen 
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell 
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two 
or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 



  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  

Prayers of Intercession 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the 
cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; 
guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to 
our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and 
cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil 
servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those 
yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. 
Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to 
ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our 
work.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, 
equip us with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering Prayer (ELW p. 180) 
  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 
  

Dialogue (ELW p. 180) 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 



God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to the Creator our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface (ELW p. 190) 
The presiding minister continues: 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,
you pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.

Holy holy holy Lord 
God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Thanksgiving at the Table (ELW p. 182) 

In the night in which Jesus was betrayed, 

Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer (ELW p. 182) 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 



Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion (ELW p. 182) 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Communion Song  
 



Prayer after Communion (ELW p. 183) 
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion. 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and 
in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Blessing (ELW p. 183) 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Sending Song ELW 797 





Dismissal  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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