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Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Confession and Forgiveness (ELW p. 94) 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the ☩ Holy Trinity. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive 
us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for this God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
this authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the ☩ Holy Trinity. 
Amen. 

Gathering Song Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377) 





Greeting (ELW p. 184) 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise Verses 1 and 2 
 



Prayer of the Day (ELW p. 188) 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Almighty God, Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, 
to follow in the way of your commandments, and to share Christ’s risen life with all the world, 
for Jesus lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

First Reading: Acts 7:55-60 
The reading may be announced:  
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and 
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
The reading may be concluded:  

The word of the Lord. 
The assembly responds:  

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation (ELW p. 188) 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 



Gospel: John 14:1-14 
The gospel is announced. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”  
  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, 
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day Now the Green Blade Rises (ELW 379) 





 
Prayers of Intercession 
Still worshiping from our homes, but with our hearts bonded into one, let us pray for all who are 
in need, responding to each petition with words , “make haste to deliver us.” 

A brief silence. 

Build us up, mothering God, that like living stones we embody the strength that only you can 
give. Nurse all the baptized with the milk of your word. As you provided the early church with 
the apostle Matthias, fill now the churches’ needs for leaders to serve your holy people. 

A brief silence. 

O God, incline your ear to us: 

Make haste to deliver us. 

Form us to be humble participants in your complex creation. We praise your power in evolving a 
magnificent earth, from flowering trees to tropical rainstorms, from black holes to beloved pets. 
Lead us to respect your wondrous earth with both all that creates and all that destroys. 

A brief silence. 

O God, incline your ear to us: 

Make haste to deliver us. 

Assist the leaders of nations to find and follow your ways of justice. Guide their way through the  
challenges of pandemic and poverty. Protect governors and legislators from sickness and burn-
out. Despite our own considerable needs, keep us mindful of the needs of others, especially 
refugees and prisoners. 



A brief silence. 

O God, incline your ear to us: 

Make haste to deliver us. 

Accompany those who are sick, sorrowful, or confused. Comfort them in suffering, ease their 
distress, and carry their burdens. We beg you to protect us from the coronavirus, and we pray for 
those we name in our hearts before you. 

A brief silence. 

O God, incline your ear to us: 

make haste to deliver us. 

Sustain those who mother infants and children. Uphold the parents and grandparents who now 
must school their children. Provide enough food and resources for families. Grant safe pregnancy 
and delivery to expectant parents, and minister to those who endure infertility and miscarriage. 
Bless the countless relatives, medical workers, and hospice volunteers who give to others 
mothering care. Embrace all for whom today’s cultural celebration of mothers is difficult. 

A brief silence. 

O God, incline your ear to us: 

Make haste to deliver us. 

Always, loving God, we are bold to add our own petitions that we name a loud now or in the 
silence of our hearts: 

A longer period of silence. 

We pray for members of St. Mark that are hospitalized, receiving treatment for ongoing health 
issues and in long term care. We pray for the homeless and marginalized in our community. We 



pray for the indigenous communities in Canada and across the world and the inequity they face. 
We give thanks for our regional health authority and the professionals hard at work protecting us 
from COVID-19. We pray for our family members and friends who are unmetloyed or who face 
job insecurity at this time.  

O God, incline your ear to us: 

Make haste to deliver us. 

At the end, bring us all to you, who are our way, our truth, and our life. 

O God, incline your ear to us: 

Make haste to deliver us. 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Peace (ELW p. 189) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering Prayer (ELW p. 190) 

So today I want to quickly frame the offering with these words. Every week I say that the 
offering prayer is a expression of thanksgiving for the monetary offerings that we receive 
(the envelopes of tithing that get sent to our church). It also recognizes the work you all do 
as disciples in community. We also give thanks for the sacrament of communion and the 
abundant grace that comes with it.  

BUT… today we should also give thanks for the gift of music. Carina has come to the 
church through this whole pandemic and made it possible for us to continue to sing and 



praise God with song. I speak for all of you viewing that we place Carina and David’s gift 
of song before God today as we pray.  

We also give thanks today to individuals in this congregation that are keeping the 
institutional wheels of our Church turning. We still have a building that needs looking 
after. We still have financial statements to create and deposits to drop off. We still have a 
church council to run. There are people in the background hard at work. I bring their 
countless hours of labor before God today. 

AND lastly. When we think about giving thanks we can’t do that without thanking 
mothers. We give thanks for Moms out there today.   

Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As 
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you 
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 
  

Dialogue (ELW p. 190) 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to the Creator our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface (ELW p. 190) 
The presiding minister continues: 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave their life to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 



we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW p. 190) 
 
ELW Setting Eight Holy (Melody).tif 

Holy, holy, holy God, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are they who come in the name of God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

In the night in which Jesus was betrayed, 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim Jesus’s death until Christ comes. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
we remember the life Christ offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of Jesus’s resurrection, 
we await the Savior’s coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Through, with, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer (ELW p. 191) 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Taste and see that God is good. 



Prayer after Communion (ELW p. 191) 
  

Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to 
your Jesus’ resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
risen saviour. 
Amen. 



Blessing (ELW p. 192) 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 



Sending Song I Know that My Redeemer Lives! (ELW 619) V. 1-4 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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