
Worship Plan for Sunday, May 3, 2020  
4 Easter 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Eight 
Sunday, May 3, 2020 
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of � Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
  

 
 
 



GATHERING SONG All People That on Earth Do Dwell (ELW 883) 

 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 184) 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188) 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of 
death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast 
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 



 
 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47 
The reading may be announced:  
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 
  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they 
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
  

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188) 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL: John 10:1-10 
The gospel is announced. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 [Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd 
of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, 
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this 
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 



SERMON (ELW p. 189) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Have No Fear, Little Flock (ELW 764) 
 
Have No Fear, Little Flock (Unfortunately no melody is available) 
 
1 Have no fear, little flock; 
 have no fear, little flock, 
 for the Father has chosen 
 to give you the kingdom; 
 have no fear, little flock! 
 
2 Have good cheer, little flock; 
 have good cheer, little flock, 
 for the Father will keep you 
 in his love forever; 
 have good cheer, little flock! 
 
3 Praise the Lord high above; 
 praise the Lord high above, 
 for he stoops down to heal you, 
 uplift and restore you; 
 praise the Lord high above! 
 
4 Thankful hearts raise to God; 
 thankful hearts raise to God, 
 for he stays close beside you, 
 in all things works with you; 
 thankful hearts raise to God! 
 
Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jilson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4 
Text © 1973 Concordia Publishing House 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Penned up in our homes but united in the one flock of believers, we pray for the church, the 
earth, the world, and all in need, asking God our Shepherd using the words, “restore our life.” 

A brief silence. 

For the church, O God, we pray: that we will hear and follow your voice calling to us in the 
word; that bishops and pastors be sustained for their shepherding tasks; that churches devastated 
by the virus be upheld; that in this time churches find ways to continue their ministries of 
education and service: 

 



A brief silence. 

O God, faithful shepherd of the church, 
restore our life. 

For the earth we pray: that lands and waters be renewed; that animals and plants enjoy safe 
growth; that rain and soil nurture the fields; that drought and floods in Yemen be averted and 
locusts of Kenya cease their frenzy: 

A brief silence. 

O God, steadfast gardener of the earth, 
restore our life. 

For the nations of the world we pray: that heads of state and legislators cooperate for the good of 
all; that medical experts be heeded; that government moneys serve the nations’ greatest needs; 
that during Ramadan Muslims are granted release from prejudice: 

A brief silence. 

O God, fearless peacemaker of the nations, 
restore our life. 

For a world so economically divided, we pray: that the millions of those unemployed be given 
food and shelter now and jobs in the future; that children find a fruitful means of education; that 
refugees be safeguarded from violence and prejudice; that, inspired by the early Christians, those 
who have means become ever more generous to those who endure great want: 

A brief silence. 

O God, just protector of the poor, 
restore our life. 

For all in need we pray: that those afflicted with the coronavirus be cared for; that the sick be 
healed; that those in despair find hope; that those who are lonely be comforted; that medical 
workers be safeguarded; that those we name here receive the best possible care: 

 A brief silence. 

O God, mighty healer of the sick, 
restore our life. 

For our own desires we pray: that like the shepherds Rachel and David, each tending their 
father’s flocks, we will be blessed for the fulfilling our tasks; and that you hear the cries of our 
hearts: 

A longer period of silence. 

O God, tender shepherd of each of us, 
restore our life. 



We praise you for those who have died in the faith, and those we name before you here. . . 
We pray that at our end, as sheep of your own fold, as lambs of your own flock, we will be 
gathered into your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

A brief silence. 

O God, gateway to life, 
restore our life. 

Into your everlasting arms we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your care for us, 
through Jesus Christ, our guardian and friend. 
Amen. 

 
 
PEACE (ELW p. 189) 
  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
  

 
MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190) 
 
We give thanks not only for financial stewardship but for your gifts of times and talents. 
We also give thanks for our office administrator Emily and her vocation and the hours this 
week she spent mailing letters to those who are not worshiping with us online. For your 
phone calls, emails, zoom chats, your personal prayers for others, your ministry as 
shepherds in your own lives, and as sheep of one flock. For these things and those unnamed 
we give thanks.  
 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As 
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you 
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

 
 
 



 
 
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 190) 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
PREFACE (ELW p. 190) 
The presiding minister continues: 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 
 
ELW Setting Eight Holy (Melody).tif 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 190) 
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form. 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 



and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191) 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 191) 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

 



COMMUNION (ELW p. 191) 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

 
 



 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 191) 
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion. 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to 
your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
risen Lord. 
Amen. 
  

 
BLESSING (ELW p. 192) 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of all grace � bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us (BRADBURY) (ELW 789) 



  
 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192) 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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